
author guidelines

Contributing to Nurse Researcher
These author guidelines will help you submit suitable articles for publication in the ‘evidence & practice’ section of 
Nurse Researcher. Separate guidelines are available for general clinical articles, research articles and CPD articles in 
all other RCNi journals. For further information on publishing with RCNi go to rcni.com/write-us

Please note that your article must be submitted to one journal ONLY, whether published by RCNi or any other 
company. Submission to more than one journal will not increase your chances of publication. Editors will not consider 
articles that have been submitted or published elsewhere. 

Purpose
Nurse Researcher is an international, peer-reviewed 
journal that publishes high-quality articles on research 
methodology, the methods and processes used to 
collect and analyse data, and topical issues related to 
research design. 

The journal does not publish articles analysing 
results of research. Please contact the editor Elizabeth 
Halcomb ehalcomb@uow.edu.au to discuss potential 
submissions.

Peer review
Suitable articles are subject to double-blind peer review 
involving two external expert reviewers. 

Length
Articles must be no more than 4,800 words including 
the title, abstract, introduction, distinct sections, 
conclusion, any boxes, tables and figures, and 
references. Do not include footnotes. 

Shorter, commentary-style reports on specific 
issues relevant to the journal’s aims are welcome. 
These should be no more than 1,600 words 
including references.

Abstract 
An abstract of no more than 250 words should 
be provided with the headings: background, aim, 
discussion, conclusion, and implications for practice.

References
It is your responsibility to ensure that your article 
is accurately and appropriately referenced using the 
current literature and primary sources. Unless you 
are citing seminal references, you must use references 
published within the last ten years. References to 
Wikipedia articles are not accepted. 

The reference list must be placed at the end of 
the article under the subheading ‘References’. Any 

formatting from reference management software, such 
as EndNote or Reference Manager, must be removed 
before submission.

Please adhere to the Harvard system of referencing, 
exemplified below. 

Reference citations in the article
One author: Community-acquired pneumonia has high 
morbidity and mortality rates (Müller 2015).

Two authors: Blandin and Pepin (2017) argue 
that grief occurs in anticipation of multiple 
losses over time.

More than two authors: Stokes et al (2017) believe 
that trauma-informed care is an area where nurses’ 
knowledge is limited.

If two or more references are cited simultaneously, 
the order should be chronological from oldest to most 
recent: Differing management approaches can be a 
barrier to pain management (Neville and Roan 2014, 
Morley et al 2015).

If there are two or more references to the same author, 
the order must also be chronological: For adults with 
substance use disorder, National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence (2007, 2011) guidelines support 
the use of brief interventions. 

References in the reference list
References must be listed in alphabetical order. If there 
are two or more references to the same author, they 
must be cited in chronological order from oldest to 
most recent. 

Journals
One author: Müller F (2015) Oral hygiene reduces the 
mortality from aspiration pneumonia in frail elders. 
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Journal of Dental Research. 94, 3 Suppl, 14S-16S. 
doi: 10.1177/0022034514552494

Two authors: Blandin K, Pepin R (2017) 
Dementia grief: a theoretical model of a unique 
grief experience. Dementia. 16, 1, 67-78. 
doi: 10.1177/1471301215581081

Three authors: Hunt PA, Greaves I, Owens WA (2006) 
Emergency thoracotomy in thoracic trauma: a review. 
Injury. 37, 1, 1-19. doi: 10.1016/j.injury.2005.02.014

More than three authors: Stokes Y, Jacob JD, 
Gifford W et al (2017) Exploring nurses’ knowledge 
and experiences related to trauma-informed 
care. Global Qualitative Nursing Research. 4. 
doi: 10.1177/2333393617734510

Books
Webster S, de Wreede R (2016) Embryology at a 
Glance. Second edition. Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford.

Chapters in books
McErlean L (2017) The digestive system. In Peate I, 
Nair M (Eds) Fundamentals of Anatomy and Physiology 
for Nursing and Healthcare Students. Second edition. 
John Wiley & Sons, Chichester, 257-298.

Websites
Children’s Liver Disease Foundation (2020) 
About Us. childliverdisease.org/about-us 
(Last accessed: 8 October 2020.)

NICE guidelines
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 
(2019) Delirium: Prevention, Diagnosis and 
Management. Clinical guideline No. 103. 
NICE, London.

Plagiarism
All articles are checked using antiplagiarism software. 
Those containing substantial passages of text that 
are similar to those in previously published work are 
rejected by email.

Permissions and ethics
If you plan to use substantial sections of text or 
illustrations from a copyright-protected source, you 
must obtain written permission from the copyright 
holder before submission. 

If permission has not been obtained, we may not be 
able to use the material. 

For further information on RCNi’s ethical guidelines 
go to rcni.com/submit-an-article-ethics  

RCNi is a member of the Committee on Publication 
Ethics (COPE), which advises editors and publishers 
on all aspects of publication ethics. 

Authorship 
All named authors must have contributed to the article 
and must have reviewed and approved its content 
before submission.

Submitting your article
Articles must be submitted through the online 
submission system at www.edmgr.com/rcnp-nr 

Copyright
If your article is accepted, you will be asked to 
complete an author form and sign a publisher’s 
agreement. The publisher’s agreement assigns 
copyright of your article to RCNi. Articles will not be 
published without a signed publisher’s agreement from 
each author.

Article proofs
Before publication, you will be asked to proofread an 
edited version of your article and answer any editorial 
queries raised. You will then receive confidential Word 
proofs for final approval.

Publication
Articles are published online, which is the version of 
record and fully citable. Once your article has been 
published online, you will receive a watermarked PDF 
for your personal use only. We also encourage you 
to upload the final accepted version of your article 
on your institution’s online repository, but only six 
months or more after online publication.

For further information about how your article can 
be promoted, go to rcni.com/author-policies 

Open access
Nurse Researcher offers open access publishing. Full 
details are available at rcni.com/write-us/open-access 

Contacts
For technical questions about submitting your 
article, contact Helen Hyland (+442088723138, 
helen.hyland@rcni.com).


