
Meet the Judging Panel: Student Nurse Award 

 

Clare Lomas 
Career development editor, Nursing Standard 
Clare Lomas is the career development editor at Nursing Standard. She 
joined RCNi in 2011 as Nursing Standard opinion editor and now heads 
up the careers and student sections. She also hosts the panel talks at 
the RCNi Nursing Careers and Jobs Fairs. Ms Lomas trained as a nurse at 
King’s College London, qualifying in 1998. She specialised in cardiology 
and thrombosis research, and also has a degree in sociology and social 
psychology from the University of Bradford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jessica Sainsbury 
Ms Sainsbury is a final-year dual field nursing student, studying adult 
and mental health nursing at the University of Southampton. She is 
vice chair of the Royal College of Nursing Student Committee and lead 
for the national peer support network, the Student Nurse Project. She 
hopes to specialise in palliative care for people with severe mental 
illness when she qualifies in September 2020. 
 

 Margaret Sneddon 
Honorary senior research fellow, University of Glasgow 
Margaret Sneddon joined nursing and the Royal College of Nursing in 
1974 as a student. Her clinical background spans gynaecology, oncology 
and palliative care, subsequently specialising in lymphoedema. She is an 
educator who initiated and led various palliative care and 
lymphoedema programmes in the University of Glasgow, taking on 
leadership of the Nursing & Health Care School for nine years. Ms 
Sneddon’s contribution was recognised by the university with a 
Teaching Excellence Award in 2007 and an Outstanding Contribution to 
Lymphoedema Education from the International Lymphoedema 
Framework in 2009. In 2016 she received a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the British Lymphology Society. Having retired as head of school in 
2016, Ms Sneddon continues input to university education of all 
disciplines, support of the RCN and has an active leadership role as a 
trustee with the British Lymphology Society to further understanding of 
lymphoedema and chronic oedema. 
 



 

Sue West 
Senior nursing education adviser, Nursing & Midwifery Council 
Ms West qualified as a registered nurse in 1982, and recently joined the 
Nursing & Midwifery Council as senior nursing education adviser 
contributing to the ongoing development and implementation of the 
education and practice standards. She spent her early clinical career in 
cardiothoracic nursing and critical care, before joining Buckinghamshire 
New University in 1994, where she progressed in her career to the role 
of dean of the faculty of society & health. She has held a number of 
academic roles including principal lecturer in critical care before 
becoming head of department and then academic dean. She pioneered 
the development of an interprofessional continuing personal and 
professional development framework to support the drive for a 
qualified workforce in healthcare. 
Ms West has promoted the integrated care agenda through the 
development of innovative placement pathways to increase placement 
capacity across north west London. Sue has also worked closely with the 
Council of Deans for Health to influence the changing health education 
landscape. She has also been influential in a number of external for a 
relating to nurse education as Chair of the Education Expert Reference 
Group for Health Education Thames Valley and the Health Education 
Group (London Higher) which represents universities within the region. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


